
What can we do?
Continue investment in diversion programs, such as civil citations, that 
keep young people out of the front door of the juvenile justice system.

Ensure that there are adequate community-based services available 
to address the high rates of mental health and substance abuse needs 
among juvenile offenders.

Reinvest money spent on juvenile correctional facilities in community-
based services that prevent and treat mental health and substance 
abuse services before a Baker Act is initiated.

Data in your area
To see trends in Baker Acts, arrests and civil citations in your 
community, visit 

Florida KIDS COUNT  floridakidscount.org/index.php/fkcblog 
 Baker Act Reporting Center www.usf.edu/cbcs/baker-act/ 
Dept. of Juvenile Justice  http://www.djj.state.fl.us/research/reports/
reports-and-data/interactive-data-reports/civil-citation-and-other-
alternatives-to-arrest/cc-dashboard

It’s Your Choice Florida

www.floridakidscount.org

Children and youth involved in the juvenile justice system 
have high levels of behavioral health disorders with reports 
as high as 70% (Skowyra & Cocozza, 2007). Among those 

with mental health and substance abuse needs, 65% reported receiving 
needed treatment for mental health disorders while only 35% reported 
receiving services for substance use disorders (Skowyra & Cocozza, 
2007).  Reports of traumatic exposure range from 50% - 80% 
for youth in detention (e.g., Abram, Teplin, Charles, Longworth, 
McClelland, & Duncan, M. (2004), Kerig & Becker, (2012), Kerig, 
Arnzen Moeddel, & Becker (2011), Wolpaw, & Ford (2004). There 
is also evidence that trauma is associated with future delinquency, and 
that justice-involved youth with trauma histories are more likely to 
recidivate (Kerig & Becker, 2014).

Consistent with national trends, juvenile arrests are on the decline 
and prevention options, including civil citations, are more widely 
implemented with good outcomes, including the lowest recidivism 
rate (4%) among the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice’s 
programs (Department of Juvenile Justice, 2016).  At the same time, 
involuntary examinations for children, known as Baker Acts, increased 
49.3% between 2010/11 and 2015/16 at a rate 
outpacing the growth of the child population (Baker 
Act Reporting Center, 2016).

The intersection of these two trends highlights the 
need to ensure that the services in the community are 
available and responsive to the needs of these youth and 
their families.  To do this, the service array needs to 

1. Be trauma-informed, 

2. Be integrated, collaborative and community-based, 

3. Use evidence-based programs whenever possible, and 

4. Ensure that interventions are culturally and 
linguistically competent. 
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Baker Act Exams, Civil Citations, and Arrests for Florida Youth Under 18
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See our Terminology & Sources page for citations & methods. http://floridakidscount.org/docs/fkc-mh-jj-sources.pdf
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